Loop electrosurgical excision procedure for partial upper vaginectomy.
Partial upper vaginectomy consists of removal of the vaginal apex and is indicated for the diagnosis and treatment of vaginal intraepithelial neoplasia and recurrent cancer. We present a novel surgical approach to partial upper vaginectomy by use of the loop electrosurgical excision procedure. A total of 15 consecutive patients with abnormal vaginal cytologic results were treated by the loop electrosurgical excision procedure for partial upper vaginectomy. After submucosal injection of local anesthetic, the loop electrode was used to resect the upper third of the vagina. An iodoform vaginal pack was placed for 24 hours. All patients with high-grade vaginal intraepithelial neoplasia received intravaginal 5-fluorouracil cream postoperatively. The mean blood loss was 0 mL, and the mean surgical time was 30 minutes. A complication developed in 1 patient (7%). One case of invasive carcinoma was diagnosed. No recurrences have developed in any patients with vaginal intraepithelial neoplasia after hysterectomy. The loop electrosurgical excision procedure for partial upper vaginectomy can be performed quickly, with minimal blood loss, minimal complications, and minimal recurrence of neoplasia, and it provides a histologic specimen for evaluation.